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WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND 

Senate Approval 
No Tough Hurdle 

By DREW PEARSON 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14.~- Many Senators take their 
constitutional duty to scrutinize the confirmation qualities 
or public servants rather lightly these days. 

This Is especially true of so- ' 
called career’' aijfKJintees, If a 
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„ Tbe .senate Armed Servk** 
• Committee includes some very 
able men. Nevertheless, McC one 
"*** PfobaWv sl«P throiighlthe 
Armed Services Committee wi 
easUy .W he slipped through the 
Joint Atomic Energy Committee 
wtM*- he/ Was confirmed m 
• toinic chairman. 

Capttol Nows Capsules 

Eidel .Castro OomplaliHid hit- 


man has served iri government 
before, Senators give him a 
pohre onceover ar.d speed film 
on to his new job. 

Sen. Margaret Chase Smith of 
Maine has been abosMhe only 
member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee to hold , up 
a general’s promotion, and Sen. 

William Fulbright of, Arkansas 
and Sen. Wayne Morse. «f Ore- 
gon are almost the only Sena- RL _ 

tors who have made a fight teriy to Soviet diplomats last 
against any ambassadorial »p-. - week, that Moscow was desert- 
polntmer.t*. ' hig hlm in his greatesrt hour Of 

Some people have asked me 
why. therefore, I bave.wrlften 
al>out the background of John 
A McCone. now up for confir- 
mation as chief Of Central In- 
tcHlgence. Their skepticism Is 
Justified, A maiority of the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Committee 
is almost certain to give McCone 
a polite pat on the shoulder and 
pass up any thorough investiga- 
tion of nis war profit*, quickie 
airplane contracts, and conflict 
of interest. 

©nee before, when Harold 
Talbot was nominated to be 
Secretary of the Air Force I 
laid before Sen. Dick Russell 
of Georgia, the able chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee the scathing record 
which the late Chief Justice 
Charles Rvans Hughes had writ- 
ten on Talbot and war-profits 
conflict of interest. But the 
scholarly Georgian decided 
President Elsenhower had a 
right to | tek his Air Force Chief 

regardless of the past damning ,w,. um us ojw imiipnu ©y me 
recoi-d. Later President Eisen-. Berlin crisis. After four years 
bower was forced to lire Talltot in Moscow, Thompson wants a 
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peril. Twice Castro talk* 
the . Soviet embassy Charge 
d’Af fair as. appealing for more 
military and economic aid as 
well as public promises of 
Soviet oacking. But there are 
signs that the Kremlin has do- 
elded that Casto is too wild 
and - Ml predictable. And Castro 
is reported becoming frantic 
with worry. 

Gen. Lucias Clay wants to 
quit as Kennedy’s special rep. 
resentatlvc in Berlin, because he 
, feels Hamstrung by the State 
Department But the General 
won’t quit at least for the time 
being, Imiqk his departure 
would be Interpreted in Ger- 
many as deserting a sinking 
• ship. General {'lay eased Ids dlf- 
Acuities with Secretary Rusk 
during hts trip hack home, but 
he's still far from satisfied, be- 
iievea the State Department is 
forcing him to be too cautious. 

Tommy -Thompson wants to 
quit os Ambassador in Moscow 
too,: but is also trapped by the 



Nfor a new conflict of interest. 
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Uew assignment But now that 




*■>,- r — fr--w - 


kefs *t 
Foreign 
Berlin, 
has tom 
through ^ 

■N 

Preshlcn 
Matthew .. 
cratlq -.trees 
eating post 
Ireland. 

MeOoskey. w 
Piilladelpnia an-, 
the big builders 
Seaboar d, Has * 
most faithful . 
the Democratic 
years. 

The post of 
Ireland is consli 
cent (me, wit^ 
problems. .The 
American, ‘^ntf 
Ambassador tdfi 
ally of Irish 
Clo.skey is < 
choice far the 

He will 
as treaeuu. . 
National.C'pre. 
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